ITALY'S performance in the first eighteen months of the
war has raised a number of questions: Why did the
Italians wait nine months before declaring war? Why
did they enter the war against their old allies on the
side of an hereditary enemy ? Why, above all, now that
they are in the war, has their record been one disastrous
series of defeats ?

It would be impossible in the length of one pamphlet
to give an exhaustive study of the Italian position but
an attempt is made here to answer these more obvious
questions by putting them in their historical perspective,
Italy's policy has, on the whole, been remarkably con-
sistent and the failures of her arms and diplomacy to-day
were already predictable when she started her career as
a great Power some seventy years ago.

Miss Barbara Ward is the author of Pamphlet No. 34
on Russian Foreign Policy, and is assistant editor of The
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in Messrs. Nelson's series of Discussion Books.
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